IV Carol Kuhlthau Award /2013

Prize: to participate in the 1st Brazilian Forum on School Librarianship

July, 7th to 10th, 2013

Florianópolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil
Winners

Andreia das Dores Silva Julio

Andreia is a librarian at the New Times Educational Institute in Contagem, Minas Gerais, Brazil, a private school with students from kindergarten to high school. The school library has a collection of 25,000 materials, including children's literature, textbooks, CDs, DVDs, puppets, etc. 


So Andreia describes her work: "I promote actions to encourage and develop a taste for reading. I like to tell stories for elementary students, because I know the importance of cultivating this habit since childhood. For this, we developed an online calendar to attend all classes. 


Andreia maintains a blog on the school website, designed to "disseminate projects, new acquisitions, and interact with students." I read and enjoyed is a project in the school's website that was developed in partnership with literature teachers. Andreia explains: "In this project, from time to time teachers select a few students to do a review of a book in order to stimulate other students to read." So she evaluates the results: "With this project, the students are more engaged with literature and the number of loans has increased. To present the book on the internet is very enjoyable for teens, and also gives them a standout in the school".

Andreia explains why he decided to apply for the IV Carol Kuhlthau Award /2013: "I am a passionate Librarian, and there are exactly 10 years that I work in an institution that is celebrating its 15th anniversary. I believe I’ve been contributing to the education of several students. I consider this Award very important, mainly because it values ​​actions that promote professional development and education." She adds: "It’s going to be wonderful to attend the 1st Brazilian Forum of School Librarianship. I had few opportunities for professional improvement besides my own practice. I'm the only librarian in the Institute, so the event will be a wonderful occasion to exchange ideas with colleagues.  
Marcela Lopes Mendonça Coelho
Marcela is a Librarian at the Municipal School of Basic Education Aristobulus Barbosa Leon, in Vitória, Espírito Santo, Brazil. According to Marcela "it’s a small library, but has a very good collection, with about 10, 000 books covering the major areas of knowledge, including a good collection of children's literature."

All Marcela’s work is toward the encouragement of reading in its various aspects. Thus she describes the activities she performs in the library: "Fortnightly, students  come to the library and participate in reading activities that includes music (I sing and play the guitar), poetry, visual arts, storytelling, writing and many other activities, making the school library a nice and living space."

In reading poems, Marcela considers that students experience "a kind of reading of the world that goes beyond the actual written code." She says: "I always work with interpretation through drawings, then I gather the drawings in handmade books, in order to perpetuate that moment of appreciation of poetry." She adds: "This kind of emphasis permeates all my work and has brought very good results."
She says music is a great resource to attract children's attention to reading, especially poetry. She explains how to do this integration: "In a very simple way: I write the lyrics on a blackboard, I choose a hip-hop or rap song (downloaded from the internet), a guitar and lots of rhythm. The rhythmic beat, mixed with the poem, leave them delighted and encourage them to read properly, otherwise the words do not fit into the song."

Marcela recognizes that her work is well accepted in the school and among fellow librarians, and that led her to apply for the IV Carol Kuhlthau Award /2013. She adds: "The desire to share experiences with other librarians that sometimes feel insecure when starting to work in the school library is another reason. And I could not fail to mention the opportunity to present my work in a national event ".
Suzene Furtado Fonseca de Oliveira

Suzene is an undergraduate student at the School of Library and Information Science, of Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), Brazil. She is in an internship program in the library of Municipal School President Tancredo Neves in Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais. So Suzene describes some of her activities in the library: "I help students with their research assignments, I tell stories, I guide users in relation to the rules of the library and the care of books. 

The Project For a School That Reads, prepared by Suzene in partnership with one of her colleagues, in accordance with the National Book and Reading Program and the School Library Program of the Municipality of Belo Horizonte, consists of three subprojects: Books in the basket, Media friend and Poetry at school. 

Suzene explains the reasons which led her to apply for the IV Carol Kuhlthau Award/2013: "I decided to apply because I recognize the importance of participating of the 1st Brazilian Forum on School Librarianship as an appropriate space for discussion and sharing of experiences, able to collectivize objectives, methodologies and practices. Attend this event, no doubt, will be a fantastic opportunity for professional growth, given the passion I have for the school library."

